
Welcome to the March 25 2024, Meet Mack Monday Zoom meeting presentation!

I’m John Mack, your host and a Newtown Township Supervisor.

The goal of Meet Mack Monday Zoom meetings is to inform residents of township 
issues that impact them and to get feedback and comments from residents about 
such issues. This helps me keep better informed of residents’ concerns when I vote 
on the issues at Board of Supervisors meetings.
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These are the topics that will be covered in this session. As always, afterward, the floor is open for 
questions, comments, and discussion.
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• License Plate Reader Cameras Approved
• Newtown Artesian Water PFAS Filtration Plan
• Roberts Ridge Park Lawn to Meadow Conversion
• Proposed Durham Rd Day Care & Medical Buildings
• Dealing with Trash on the Trail 
• Comprehensive Plan Update
• Washington Crossing Bridge Replacement Plan
• Problems with the LDR Trail Guiderail
• Privilege of the Floor – What’s on your mind?

25 March 2024 Meet Mack Monday 
Topics

Your Host
John Mack
Newtown 
Supervisor



The ACLU calls for the adoption of law enforcement agency policies adhering to  several 
principles, including:
• “The government must not store data about innocent people for any lengthy period. 

Unless plate data has been flagged, retention periods should be measured in days 
or weeks, not months and certainly not years.”

• “Law enforcement agencies should not share license plate reader data with third 
parties that do not follow proper retention and access principles. They should also be 
transparent regarding with whom they share license plate reader data.”

• “Any entity that uses license plate readers should be required to report its usage 
publicly on at least an annual basis.”

• Find more here...
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License Plate Readers

• LPR cameras approved for 4 intersections:
1. Newtown Bypass & Durham Rd
2. Sycamore St & Swamp Rd
3. Newtown Bypass & Richboro Rd
4. Durham Rd & 2nd Street Pike (Wrightstown)

• Cost: $151,000 via 5-year grant awarded to 
Newtown Township Police Department

• Privacy Issues
• Collects data on ALL plates
• No public access to data
• All data retained for 30 days, removal after 30 

days if no warrant/want “hit”
• See ACLU suggested law enforcement policies: 

https://rebrand.ly/9d0e40For background, see: https://sco.lt/7y3KSG 

Sycamore St 
& Swamp Rd

https://www.aclu.org/issues/privacy-technology/you-are-being-tracked


The barn-like structure is where the filtration unit will be housed. The building is specifically 
designed to have a rural look and requires a  zoning variance due to the increased height,
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Newtown Artesian Water Company’s 
Planned PFAS Filtration Facility

• PA DEP expected to soon require 
Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) to be “non-
detectable” in drinking water

• NAWC proposes a new building on Frost 
Lane to house PFAS filtration system

• Timeline: Start construction in 2025, 
complete the project in March 2026

• Will apply for zoning variances – e.g., 
rear yard setback from Country Bend 
property of 36.46ft whereas 60ft is 
standard – at the April 4, 2024, Zoning 
Hearing Board meeting

More details: https://sco.lt/5Cspe4



MS4 stands for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System. MS4s are conveyances or 
systems of conveyances including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch 
basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains that are owned or 
operated by a public entity, are designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water 
and are not a combined sewer or part of a publicly owned treatment works.

Re original plan: The impact of meadow conversion on Roberts Ridge Park was discussed 
at the April 24, 2019, Board of Supervisors meeting. Specifically, I suggested that the 
meadow conversion as planned would negatively impact soccer and other recreational 
activities in the park. Mr. Lewis – the Township Manager – responded that there is no 
marked, official soccer field in Roberts Ridge Park and that children’s “Super Soccer Stars” 
classes would be moved to other parks. Also, Mr. Lewis confirmed that the meadows could 
be designed to include cutouts or paths that would permit people to stroll through the 
meadows, which would include wildflowers. See https://patch.com/pennsylvania/newtown-
pa/newtown-township-s-pollution-reduction-plan 

The plan was later revised to exclude the popular open grassy area of the park.

Meanwhile, the PA DCNR (Dept of Conservation and Natural Resources) anticipates a 
“turfgrass” kill followed by reseeding whereas the township had plans to simply let the 
current grass grow without mowing. This was actually done in RR Park for a short period 
and is currently done in Silverlake Park on the Bypass – another area that is part of the 
pollution prevention plan.
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Roberts Ridge Park Lawn to Meadow 
Conversion

• Part of the pollution prevention plan to comply 
with PA DEP MS4 10% sediment reduction 
requirements

• The manicured turfgrass areas – outlined in RED 
– will be transformed into meadow areas 
(meadow grass, wild flowers, etc.)

• DCNR informed township that work – turfgrass 
kill – will begin this summer for a Fall seeding

• NOTE: Area outlined in YELLOW was the plan 
BEFORE citizens spoke up at the 12 June 2019 
BOS meeting: https://rebrand.ly/lq1lp14For background see:

https://sco.lt/4nGaHo

https://patch.com/pennsylvania/newtown-pa/newtown-township-s-pollution-reduction-plan
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/newtown-pa/newtown-township-s-pollution-reduction-plan


Note that this parcel is just up the road from the Township Center. The trail stops at the field 
meadow adjacent to Municipal Drive. As a result, it is not suitable for access to the Municipal 
Center unless it is extended to Municipal Dr. I suggested an alternative path leading to the 
buildings so that residents from the Toll Bros development have the option of using the 
walkway/trail to access the site, thus possibly reducing traffic concern.
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Day Care Center & Medical Building 
Planned for 413 Durham Road

• Revised plan was presented 
before Planning Commission 
on 3/19/24

• The plan is compliant with 
the minimum setback 
requirement from Durham 
Rd (50 feet)

• Walkway would connect 
with the trail associated with 
the planned adjacent Toll 
Bros development



Delancey Court residents also mentioned safety issues for traffic entering and leaving 413 
Durham Rd even with the proposed turning lanes. 

PennDOT in a 2008 traffic study suggested a traffic light up the road at North Dr. This was 
approved as part of the Toll Bros development plan. Delancey Court residents suggested a 
traffic light perhaps at Municipal Drive. Although PennDOT did not recommend that Municipal 
Drive be used to access 413 Durham Rd, perhaps it is a possible alternative that would address 
the traffic safety issues.
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PennDOT Durham Road Access Plan 

Toll Bros 
Development

413
Durham

Road
Parcel

Field
Meadow

• Residents of 
Delancey Court 
had concerns 
about increased 
traffic and safety 
issues

Delancey Court 
Development



Email from a resident:

Recently, while walking along the paved trail on Lower Dolington Road which we enjoy, 
my wife and I noticed the large amount of trash that had accumulated from Yorkshire Drive 
all the way to Stanford Place on both sides of the road. A few times in the past, we've also 
noted the heavy amount of discarded debris in that area and took it upon ourselves to 
safely collect and bag the garbage in order to beautify the township. After doing so, my 
wife called the Public Works Department  and they sent a truck to collect the bags.  This 
time, she received a phone call from a twp. employee who didn't identify herself but I'm 
surmising she is Mr. Schiavone's administrative assistant saying no one was available to 
collect the trash but that we could put it in our own garbage cans if we wanted. 

I'd request that the public works department use their own employees or some other 
method to collect the trash to keep it from accumulating along our public roadways.  

It was also brought to my attention that at last month's BOS meeting, a board member had 
made a comment that there was not an accumulation of trash along this road. I can say 
with absolute certainty that is false. My wife and I collected 10 empty bottles of Jack 
Daniels whiskey alone, not to mention a variety of other unsightly debris including 
numerous bags of dog feces that someone continues to bag and leave on the walking 
path. Our collection was limited only to what could be seen from the road. We didn't 
venture far back but could see additional bottles, cans and random garbage. I bring this to 
your concern based upon what is written on your own website. Newtown Township ... A 
Great Place to Live which is why we want to do our part to help keep the township clean. 
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• Residents are concerned about trash, 
including dog poop bags as shown here, 
along the Lower Dolington Road Trail

• My Suggested Solution: Place one or two 
trash containers along the trail and have 
Public Works (PW) Dept empty them as it 
does in the parks

• PW responds to resident: “No one [is] 
available to collect the trash but [residents] 
could put it [trash] in [their] own garbage 
cans...”

Dealing with Trash on the Trail 
“Let Them Eat Trash!” is Essentially the Township’s Solution

Dog poop bags are often 
found on the trail…

Listen to BOS discussion of this 
problem at its 28 Feb 2024 meeting:

https://rebrand.ly/tmjmzu9



After nearly 5 years in the making, the FINAL DRAFT of the Newtown Area Joint 
Comprehensive Plan is ready for review by the Jointure townships. It is hoped that the plan will 
be approved by the summer of 2024.

My question is: Who designed the cover? I’ve not seen it before. While I respect the Fire 
Department and other township employees. in my humble opinion, the Newtown image does not 
represent what is unique about Newtown Township. 

Perhaps it would be better to display a resident/business-oriented image. After all, the JMZO 
was designed so that Newtown Township would be the residential/business hub of the Jointure. 

Also, I am also not sure how sun flowers fit in.

However, from this point forward, any changes that are proposed to be made to the 
Comprehensive Plan, except spelling, punctuation correction or similar minor change, will 
trigger the restart of the review process and may require additional public hearings. 

At the March 18, 2024, Planning Commission meeting I asked if the cover design could be 
changed without delaying the project. The answer was yes. 
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Comprehensive 
Plan Update

• Planning Commission to recommend to BOS to 
move forward with the current version as is

• Once the current draft plan has been 
recommended to the governing bodies of all 3 
Jointure municipalities, a public hearing will be 
scheduled before each Board of Supervisors to 
consider any comments received from the 
Planning Commission, the County Planning 
Commission, contiguous municipalities, the 
School District, and RESIDENTS!

View the draft plan: 
https://tinyurl.com/FinalDraftCompPlan



The existing Washington Crossing bridge is slated to be replaced with a new multi-span 
structure that would include an increased roadway width to accommodate 12-foot wide 
travel lanes and a 10-foot wide pedestrian/bicycle multi-use path on upstream side of the 
structure connecting with existing paths on each side of the river and as described in the 
Request For Proposal. 
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• The bridge carries more than 50K local, 
commuter and tourist vehicles per week

• Does not meet current design standards
• The Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge 

Commission proposes to replace the bridge 
with a NEW muti-span structure, including:
– 12-foot wide travel lanes
– 10-foot wide pedestrian/bicycle multi-use 

path 

• JZC concerned about the impact on historic 
structures and the quality of life in 
Washington Crossing

Washington Crossing Bridge 
Replacement Plan

View the Request for Proposal:
https://rebrand.ly/4563zsr

X



The township engineering firm says that relocation of the guiderail along Lower Dolington Road 
between Yorkshire and Everett Drives is necessary because of a “conflict with the gas utility in 
the area” and because the guiderail was incorrectly installed 2 feet inside the trail.

Also, there is damage to the guardrail spacer blocks. 

The engineers sent Associated Paving a letter on February 12, 2024, with a response required 
by February 29, 2024. As of March 13, 2024 they have yet to hear a from the contractor. 
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Problems with the LDR Trail Guiderail

• The township engineering 
firm RVE has made “many 
attempts” to get the 
contractor [Associated 
Paving] to relocate one 
section of the guiderail just 
south of Yorkshire Dr and 
repair the spacer damages

• Contractor “unresponsive”
• My Question: For future 

projects can we disqualify 
this contractor even if they 
make the low bid? More: https://sco.lt/8kty3U



March 25, 2024, Meet Mack Monday

Page 12

Privilege of the Floor

What’s on YOUR mind?



Thanks for listening to my presentation. 

Be sure to visit my website at www.johnmacknewtown.info for more information regarding 
the topics just presented as well as summaries of past Meet Mack Monday meetings.

LINK: https://www.johnmacknewtown.info/ 
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Thank You!
Be sure to visit my website!

www.johnmacknewtown.info

https://www.johnmacknewtown.info/

